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Congregation 
Beth Israel

Winter/Spring 

2011/5771

15 Jamesbury Drive
Worcester, MA  01609

508-756-6204 phone
508-757-6650 Fax

www.bethisraelworc.org

מדרשה



Congregation Beth Israel
Adult Education

Talmud or Hebrew is necessary.  Purchase of the 
Tractate is required.  

Monthly Podcasts
Rabbi Joel Pitkowsky

All congregants that have submitted an email will be part of a new BI 
endeavor, monthly podcasts (short video messages sent by computer)!  Rabbi 
Pitkowsky plans on creating one podcast a month, each one focusing on a 
different aspect of Jewish tradition, customs, law, or current issue.  The 
podcast will be posted on the BI website. You will be informed in the BI weekly 
message when a new podcast has been posted.  If you are not receiving our 
weekly email, please send your email so you can be 
notified.  Get ready for this new and exciting way to 
learn about Jewish tradition and keep up to date on 
the Jewish world. To submit your email address send 

it to biexecdir@bethisraelworc.org.
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Talmud Study
Rabbi Joel Pitkowsky
wednesdays, January 5, 12, 19, 26; February 2, 9, 16; March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; 
and April 6, 13.
7:30-9:00 PM (following Evening Minyan) 
Cost for 25 sessions $18

Have you ever wondered where the Passover Seder came from?  Now is your 
chance to find out!  This year we will study the 
10th chapter of the Talmudic tractate of Pesachim 
(Passover), which deals with the origins of the 
Passover Seder.  We will study this subject all 
year, culminating in a Siyyum (party to celebrate 
the completion of a course of study)  on April 13, 
2011.  The class will include some chevruta study 
(study with a partner) along with group study 
led by Rabbi Pitkowsky.  No prior experience with 
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Adult Education
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Srugim
Me’ir Sherer, Director of Congregational Learning
Mondays, February 28; March March 7, 14, 21 28; and April 4.
7:30-8:30 PM (following Evening Minyan)
Cost for 6 sessions $10

Srugim is an Israeli television series which deals 
with the lives of a group of religious Jews in their 
20’s and 30’s living in Jerusalem.  Finding it hard 
to manage within a religious 
culture that emphasizes 
family and marriage, these men 
and women form a community 
together.  The episodes are in 
Hebrew but English subtitles 
are available.  Join us as we 
watch and discuss a number of 
episodes of this series.

Learner’s Minyan
Saul Slovin
Saturday Mornings, January 8, February 12, March 19, April 2 and May 14. 
10:00 AM-11:00 AM, Palley Library
No charge

Join as we explore the Shabbat morning service. We will examine the structure 
of the service, discuss the meaning of the prayers, and learn 
Shabbat tunes – as well as practice some synagogue skills, such 
as having an aliyah. We will also talk about why we pray, and 
where the different prayers come from. The goal of this course 
is to provide participants with a basic foundation, so that they 
will feel comfortable in the regular Shabbat morning service. No 
previous Jewish education or background in Hebrew is necessary.

Saul Slovin has been a part of Congregation Beth Israel since 
he was a child. Some of his earliest experiences with prayer took 

place at the Beth Israel Hebrew School, where he participated in the Junior 
Congregation led by Mr. Plich, and where he learned to keep his feet together 
during the Amidah in the fourth grade.  Although he does not claim to be an 
expert in the area of prayer, he has spent many hours engaged in prayer, both 
here at Beth Israel and in a wide variety of other settings. He has participated 
in prayer at summer camp, in Israel, in congregations of all denominations, in 
airports, at conventions, and in private.  
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P’sukei D’Zimra:  Early but Well Worth It
Elise Barber, Cantorial Soloist
Sundays, February 6, 13, 20
11:00 AM-12:00 PM
Cost $10 for 3 sessions

Yes, we know it’s early, but it’s important and 
potentially one of the most lively and thought provoking parts 
of the service.  Come learn how to lead Shabbat P’sukei D’Zimra 
(Preliminary Service) with cantorial soloist Elise Barber.  We will 
study the basic Shabbat nusach (musical mode), the differences 
between weekday and Shabbat P’sukei D’Zimra, and we’ll learn 
some great tunes.  

Standing Before God and Your Community: Shabbat Shacharit 
Service Leading
Elise Barber, Cantorial Soloist 
March 13,  27; April 3, 10, 17
11:00 AM-12:00 PM
Cost $18 for 5 sessions

The Shacharit (Morning) service is the core of the Shabbat morning prayers and 
contains the major themes of the day of rest.  Learn to lead the community 
in their Shabbat Shacharit conversation with God.  

Upcoming Classes with Elise Barber (More Info to Follow)

Torah Service 						     Musaf 
2 session class - TBD					     4 session class - TBD

Wine and Torah: How the Torah is Like a Good Cabernet
Featuring Guest Scholar and Wine Connoisseur, David Bernat, PhD
Saturday, February 12, 2011  
time to Be Determined
$18 per person (Ages 21 +) 	 Sponsored by the Membership Committee

featuring guest scholar and wine connoisseur David Bernat, PhD.
Come for an evening of fine wine and gourmet food, all tied together with a twist 
of Torah. Invite your friends and family to join us as we taste different wines 
paired with matching appetizers and desserts. Dr. Bernat will delight you with his 
knowledge of different wines and will also instruct us in the art of wine tasting 
and discuss Biblical text that metaphorically or literally relates to wine. He 
will also explore the history of wine-making in ancient and modern Israel.

David Bernat received his BA from the Jewish Theological Seminary and his PhD 
in Biblical Studies from Brandeis University. He is co-editor of Religion and 
Violence: The Biblical Heritage, and author of the recently published Sign of 
the Covenant: Circumcision in the Priestly Traditions. Dr. Bernat is currently an 
adjunct assistant professor of Bible at Hebrew College and Associate Hillel 
Director at Wellesley College.
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Synaplex
Friday-Saturday, April 8-9, 2011

Synaplex™ is an exciting addition to our regular Shabbat line-up.  Synaplex is 
a way to celebrate Shabbat through varied programmatic choices, ranging from 
Shabbat dinner* and a post-dinner program, to a Shabbat morning walk in the 
woods, meditation or text study.  Please join us for the above dates as we 
celebrate Shabbat and our opportunity to be together.  On Shabbat morning, 
alongside services, two of our congregants will serve as  guest facilitators.  

More details about the spring Synaplex will be sent at a later date.

* There is a charge for Shabbat dinner, and RSVP is required.

   

Synaplex Shabbat in Shul                    	
Friday-Saturday, January 14-15, 2011 (Shabbat Shira)

Come celebrate the joy of Shabbat with your friends at 
Beth Israel.  Find your own Sabbath of the soul in an enthusiastic, passionate, 
serious community of prayer and celebration.  From Kabbalat Shabbat until 
Havdalah, we will sing, study, pray, and eat in a 25 hour celebration of what 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel called, “a palace in time (Shabbat)”.  

Start Synaplex Shabbat in Shul early...

Judith Shulevitz, “The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different 
Order of Time”
Congregation Beth Israel
Thursday, January 13, 2011
7:30PM
 
“What if you wanted to revive something like the Sabbath today? What if you 
coveted some of that sweetness and slowness and went looking for ways 
to get it? What would you do? Would you commit yourself to the Sabbath’s 
rituals and laws? How much would you be willing to change?”  Come hear 
Judith Shulevitz speak about the aforementioned as she talks about her new 

book “The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different Order of Time.”

 
Co-sponsored with the Worcester JCC Book Series
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Yoga                                      	
Yeong Chang
Thursdays
5:00 PM 
cost for 8 sessions $80 (pre-payment required)

Yoga is an excellent way to exercise our body and mind so we stay 
healthy physically and mentally. Please check with your doctors first if you 
have special health concerns or recent injuries/surgeries. Most poses can be 
modified to be safely practiced for all levels of students.  
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Purim Events                   	
March 19-20, 2011

~The Fast of Esther:  A sunrise to sunset fast on Thursday, 
March 17, recognizing Esther’s prayers and the Jewish resolve 
to live.

~Shabbat Zachor:  On SATURDAY, March 19, we read a special 
Maftir Torah reading that commands us to remember the nation of Amalek.

~Listen to the Megillah:  The Megillah, the handwritten scroll of the 
Book of Esther, speaks of the miracle of Jewish survival.  Come hear the 
reading at Congregation Beth Israel on Saturday night, March 19, at 7:30PM, 
followed by an Adult Purim Party which will include dancing, food, a bar 
and the drawing of our Raffle fundraiser. 
The Megillah will also be read for all ages on Sunday morning, March 20, 
at 9:30am (following Shacharit at 8:45am)  as part of the morning service. 
Wear a costume, participate in the Purim Costume Parade, and bring your 
grogger (noisemaker) to blot out the name of Haman! 

~Purim Carnival:  Come celebrate with the entire synagogue community on 
Sunday, March 20 beginning with the Megillah reading at 9:30am.  Sponsored 
by the BI Youth Activities Committee.

 

Goodnight Moon                   	
Saturday, February 5, 2011
6:00-8:00PM
Cost $3.00/person. $10.00 maximum per family
Join us for Havdalah and a fun program about the moon for families with 
young children.  We will celebrate Rosh Hodesh Adar I (the new month of 
Adar I) and learn about the role the moon plays in Judaism.  This program 
is geared for families with children ages three (3) to eight (8).  

To R.S.V.P., fill out the back page or contact the office by Tuesday, 
februrary 1, 2011.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem:  The Ancient City that 
Ignited the Modern World 
James Carroll
Tuesday, March 15, 2011
7:30 pm              No Fee
AT THE COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS, Rehm Library

James Carroll, renowned columnist for The Boston Globe 
and author of the New York Times bestseller, Constantine’s 
Sword, will speak on his newest book, Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem.
Co-sponsored by the Worcester JCC and The Center for 

Religion, Ethics, and Culture at Holy Cross; Free and open to the public.
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Worcester Jewish Community Holiday Celebrations:

Annual worcester and Westboro Community 
Yom Hashoah Commemoration, Sunday, May 1, 
2011
4:00pm 
Temple Emanuel, 280 may Street, Worcester

the program will include candle lighting, prayers, 
and a guest speaker.

Israel Independence Day Celebration
Coordinated by our Israel Emissaries, Dror Ben Ami and Lidor 
David
Tuesday evening, May 10, 2011 
Time: TBD
Jewish Community Center of Worcester

Lag Ba’omer
Sponsored by Congregation Beth 
Israel, Beth Tikvah Synagogue, 
Congregation B’nai Shalom, Temple 
Emanuel, & Temple Sinai  
Sunday, May 22, 2011 
Time:  TBD 
at Congregation Beth Israel

Family Barbecue, Bon Fire and Activities.
Fun for the whole family! (more info to 
come)
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The AIPAC Policy Conference

The AIPAC Policy Conference
offers pro-Israel citizen activists
the opportunity to lobby their

members of Congress on Capitol Hill
face-to-face about issues affecting

the United States and Israel.
Participants hear from heads of state

and choose from dozens of
workshops about the most pressing

issues of the day.

For more information
about the Congregation
Beth Israel delegation, or
to register for the AIPAC
Policy Conference, please
contact Bernie Rotman at
(508) 864-8286 or
brotman156@aol.com.

Congregation Beth
Israel
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AIPAC Policy
Conference 2011
Registration Form
MAY 22–24, 2011 •  WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mail or fax this form with full payment to:
Attention: National Events
AIPAC, 251 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
Tel 202-639-5363; Fax 202-347-4941

For registration inquiries, e-mail us at: 
policyconference@aipac.org or call 
the Conference Registration Desk at 202-639-5363.
On-line registration available at www.aipac.org/pc.

Hear from top leaders whose decisions shape the future of our world.

Come together with thousands of pro-Israel activists from all 50 states. 

Lobby members of Congress on critical legislation affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship.

Registrant 1)

Full Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail (Very Important!)

Cell Phone Home/Business Phone

If you are a member of a congregation, please include name above.

Check Box if registrant is a student 

Name of Campus

Registrant 2) Relationship to Registrant 1

Full Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail (Very Important!)

Cell Phone Home/Business Phone

If you are a member of a congregation, please include name above.

Check Box if registrant is a student 

Name of Campus

PART 1: REGISTRANT INFORMATION  Please fill in the information below:

PART 2: PAYMENT INFORMATION Please fill in the information below:

I am registering person(s) at $499 $399 per person.

Total Amount $

I would like to pay by check. Enclosed is my check for $

Make checks payable to AIPAC.

Charge my conference fee to my:  

AMEX   Visa   MasterCard   Discover

Name on Card CID #

Account Number Exp. Date

Signature

PART 3: HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS

Delegates are responsible for reserving their own hotel rooms. AIPAC has sizeable room blocks at several hotels, all in close proximity 
of The Washington Convention Center and at a discounted rate for AIPAC members. You can make your hotel reservations for Policy Conference
by going to www.aipac.org/pchotel or calling 1-866-805-4508. All hotel reservations must be made by May 2. 2011.

Policy Conference registration cancellations must be made in writing by April 29, 2011, and sent to policyconference@aipac.org or AIPAC National
Events, 251 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001. Since AIPAC has to guarantee — and pay for — each delegate’s participation at that time, can-
cellations after April 29, 2011, will not be refunded. AIPAC Policy Conference 2011 registrations are not transferable.

“The most important organization
affecting America’s relationship
with Israel.”–The New York Times 

For office use only: PMIDFor office use only: PMID

REGISTER TODAY! EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT ENDS FEBRUARY 28, 2011$100.00 OFF
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Dan Gabel and the Abletones
Sunday, June 5, 2011
Price and time TBD

Join us for an evening of jazz music.  the Abletones are a full 18-piece 
big band, including a female vocalist, specializing in an authentic big band 
sound, thanks to a high level of musicianship and a library of over 1500 
arrangements; They are under the leadership of Dan Gabel, newly returned 
from a one-year world tour with THe Glenn Miller Orchestra as trombone 
player, soloist and arranger. 

Movie Night
Sponsored by BI Membership Committee
Saturday, March 5, 2011  
7:00 pm
$5 per person

Last year’s movie night was a huge success, so come 
join us for another award-winning Israeli movie: “Walk 
on Water/Lalechet Al HaMayim”.  This movie tells 
the story of Eyal, an Israeli Mossad agent, who is 
given the mission to track down and kill the very 
old Alfred Himmelman, an ex-Nazi officer, who might 
still be alive. Pretending to be a tourist guide, he 
befriends Himmelman’s grandson Axel, in Israel to 
visit his sister Pia. The two men set out on a tour 
of the country during which Axel challenges Eyal’s 
values.

Note: The movie is rated R - adults only please.....

Popcorn and soft drinks will be provided.
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2010-2011 JCC Author Series Lectures:
 
January 5					    March 24
Joan Lee Grant			   Norman Finklestein
 
February 8				    March 30
Rebecca Goldstein			   Elisa New
 
March 1					     May 16
Sam Hoffman				    David Schmahmann

for more information on the Worceseter JCC Author Series call Nancy 
Greenberg, 508-756-7109, ext 232, hgreenberg@worcesterjcc.org.

Central Mass Jewish Film Series 2011

The Central Mass Jewish Film Series, presented by the Worces-
ter Jewish Community Center, returns for its 4th run, featur-
ing three critically acclaimed contemporary Jewish films.  Jews 
and Baseball:  An American Love Story, Nora’s Will, and Five 
Hours from Paris.  Jews and Baseball will be shown on Satur-
day, January 22 at 7:30 pm.  This film highlights the contribu-
tions of Jewish major leaguers to America’s favorite pastime, 
while exploring baseball’s special place in the hearts of Amer-
ican Jews.  Nora’s Will, a black comedy and winner of seven 

Ariel Awards (Mexican Oscars), will be shown on Saturday, January 29 at 
7:30 pm.  Five Hours from Paris, an Israeli romantic comedy, will be shown 
on Sunday, January 30 at 7:00 pm.  All films will be shown at St. John’s 
High School, Remillard Hall, 378 Main Street, Shrewsbury, MA.  General 
admission is $10.  Tickets available at the Worcester JCC, 633 Salisbury 
St., Worcester; at the door; and at worcesterjcc.org.  For more informa-
tion call Nancy Greenberg at 508-756-7109.

Boston Jewish music Festival                                      
March 6-20, 2011

Location tbd

Mark your calendars now for the 
2nd annual Boston Jewish Music Festival – March 6-20, 2011. For more in-
formation go to: http://www.bostonjewishmusicfestival.com/

Boston’s Annual ISRAEL FOLKDANCE FESTIVAL                                      
Sunday, March 13, 2011, 3:00-5:30 PM
Location MIT Kresge Auditorium at MIT in Cambridge, MA

An annual showcase of Jewish and Israeli dance performed 
by dance troupes from across North America. For more 
information go to http://bostonfestival.org/.



Course Cost How 
many 

Total

Talmud Study $18

Srugim $10

Learner’s Minyan NC

Learning Psukei D’Zimira $10

Learning the Shabbat Shacharit Service $18

wine Tasting and Torah $18
Synaplex dinner $16/$8

Yoga $80

Goodnight Moon $3/$10
Purim Dance TBD

Dan Gabel & the Abletones TBD

Movie Night $5

James Carroll NC

Total

Name______________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Phone__________________________Email_______________________________

Check enclosed ___ Credit Card___________________________EXP Date______

For questions about Adult Education at Congregation Beth Israel, please contact Me’ir Sherer, Director of 
Congregational Learning, 1-508-756-6204, meir.sherer@bethisraelworc.org or Pat Bizzell, Congregation 
Beth Israel Adult Education Chairperson at pbizzell@holycross.edu.

Congregation Beth Israel
15 Jamesbury Drive
Worcester, MA  01609
508-756-6204
www.bethisraelworc.org

Adult Education,
Family Education 

and
More

Registration Form 


